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Bush, Vannevar. Modern Arms and Free Men. 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 21, 1949. 273p. $3.50. 


Dr. Bush has had varied career applying scientific 
principles the development weapons war and 
well qualified write such book. During the war 
headed the National Defense Research Committee which 
was enlarged the Office Scientific Research and 
evelopment. Under his leadership several thousand 
were organized carry out research the 
problems arising connection with the development 
weapons. contributed much breaking down some 
the traditional resistance the military the adoption 
new weapons the kind which worked effectively 
our advantage during the last war. 


the author’s words the book was written examine the 
“vast process change which science and democracy 
are both affecting the nature war.” presents the 
point view one able scientist who was very close 
the development weapons both offensive and defensive. 
comforting read his conclusions that the future 
less dreadful than many believe, and that will 
through democracy that will eventually able 
build world which men can live peace and pros- 
perity. But there are good reasons indicate that 
are now position relax; rather evident that 
must vigilant appraise any new danger, keep our 
democracy strong and thereby remain free. 


The first part the book devoted the analysis the 
development and use modern weapons and the part 
they could play any future war. Among the most 
new weapons considered are: radar, the prox- 
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imity fuse, guided missiles, jet fighter planes, rockets, and 
the ram-jet power plant. Such weapons properly com- 
bined for defense will greatly limit the use large long 
range bombers for area bombing, for delivery atomic 
bombs. Push-button warfare, with long range intercon- 
tinental guided missiles powered atomic energy and 
carrying atomic war heads considered the 
distant But the modern submarine, 
“schnorkel” for running submerged its engines, carrying 
atomic bombs which could delivered rocket 
our coastal cities from hundred miles sea, 
considered present threat much more real and serious 
than long range bombers carrying atomic bombs. This 
type submarine does not eliminate the need for navy 
but better defense against urgently needed. 
atomic energy should come used power this type 
submarine the problem defense would indeed be- 
come difficult. spite these difficulties Dr. Bush 
confident that our scientific methods will enable 
develop effective defense. 


The atomic bomb treated new weapon enormous 
power but not looked upon absolute weapon 
which could wipe out whole populations, since, for one 
thing, the problem delivery has become very difficult 
except for undefended area. Therefore are cau- 


tioned (at time before the author knew that Russia had 
atomic bomb) against putting too much faith our 
having stock pile atom bombs for there seems 
very little could with them against strong enemy. 
addition atomic weapons various aspects biologi- 
cal warfare are considered without any very comforting 
conclusions being reached. 
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There follows discussion three kinds war—total, 
subversive, and cold. stated that the “cold war” 
will afford time our favor “if strengthen the organi- 
zation our military machine, carry with vision and 
good sense every important aspect the development 
military devices, and the same time maintain our 
economic system healthy and prosperous.” the 
“boring from within” aspect the cold war the foreign 
saboteurs and spies our midst, difficult detect and 
combat, which matter grave concern Dr. Bush. 


The final chapters are devoted the two main competing 
systems government, their points strength and weak- 
ness, and “Education” and “Planning.” Great import- 
ance attached the difference the manner which 
the scientists are treated under the two systems, men 
genius being hedged the “party line” the 
tarian state but being left untrammeled democracy. 
Under the heading “Education” are urged make 
more effort seek out those with special talents various 
fields and train them thereby strengthening our democ- 
racy. “Planning” concerns military planning through 
organization with well defined lines authority which 
draws upon many diverse fields keep abreast scien- 
tific trends and keep our weapons up-to-date for the 
eventuality “unconventional well conventional 
Only having strong military machine can 
hope avoid war, defend ourselves the event 
war. 


This book can recommended all principally for its 
new appraisal the significance modern weapons 
not too stable world divided between two systems 
government. 


Joseph Harper, 


University Scranton 
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Graves, Robert. The Unwisdom. Double- 
day. Nov. 1949. 328p. $3.50. 


Take three hundred and twenty-eight pages, add sixty- 
five characters, add monotonous voyage across the 
southern Pacific, add amazing amount lechery, 
ribaldry and sexual titillation, mix indifferently well and 
serve: The result will the book called The Islands 
Unwisdom. There was time when Robert Graves could 
marshal the facts history impressively, twine them 
about story his own making, and produce inter- 
esting book. The former talent has not lost; the latter 
seems gone for good. 


The Islands Unwisdom purports the account 
small fleet that sails westward from Peru settle the 
Solomon Islands. The fleet directed Don Alvaro 
Castro who turn ruled his grasping 
viciously vile wife Ysabel supported her two 
brothers and her sister Mariana. The entire story 
concerned with the attempts Ysabel and family 
control the purposes and goals the expedition. The 
outcome rather vague for all concerned, with the excep- 
tion Ysabel who manages find husband and 
some power through him after the original scheme 
collapses. 

There nothing recommend this book and much 
condemn it. Strip the exotic from Melville, the character 
portrayal from Nordhoff and Hall, and the swashbuckling 


Best 


bravado from Sabatini, and there left the sawdust wit, 
which Graves stuffs this lifeless form. The figures 
unreal, their vices are all too real; the thread plot dog 
not justify the length the story; the absolute 
nation all decency and morality and honesty makes 
most unwise read The Islands Unwisdom. 

William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall College, 

South Orange, 


(Translated 
Nov. 25, 194 


Vittorini, Elio. Sicily. 
David.) New Directions. 
$2.50: 


There seems little reason for all the trouble 
went into the publication this newcomer 
war Italy. spite the laudatory comments 
eminences Ernest Hemingway, Stephen Spender, 
Elizabeth Bowen, this slim and scanty pen-and-ink sketch 
far from being literary masterwork. succeeds 
proving the author’s understanding and sympathy 
the wretchedly poor folk upland Sicily, the patient and 
hungry Sicilian fruit-harvesters. But has, least 
far what seems faithful translation shows, littl 
writing talent. What talent has, for reproducing the 
commonplaces desultory conversation and the tragic 
implications casual encounters, more that 
porter than creative artist. 


Simply, the story concerns linotyper’s return from his 
adopted town North Italy his mother’s small hous 
inner Sicily, whim unpremeditated impulse, 
deliver birthday card which had neglected 
and his discovery, there, some the things which, 
child, had failed understand. These discoveries 
are difficult define, because the author hints them 
only; but they seem appreciation the 
quility simplicity, the integrity the earth-rooted, 
the survival pagan naturalism naturism which 
finds surcease work and wine. The threnody “the 
suffer), suffer not for ourselves but for the 
humanity that have been let loose the That 
these indignities are rooted the eccentricity human 
conduct seems have escaped the author’s meditations. 


may interesting for the professional literateur 
sample what being recognized present-day Italy 
the stirrings new approach, new style; but, 
wise, Sicily will disappointment and even 
enigma the ordinary reader. The mother’s unsavory 
interest the effect the fleshly attractions the 
ous females whom she administers “injections” her 
son’s desires will disgust most readers. One would have 
wait for more from Vittorini before assaying his worth 
writer. 


* 


Carnahan, Ann. The Vatican. 
David Seymour.) Farrar, Straus. 
192p. $4.00. 


With the explanatory subtitle, “Behind the Scenes the 
Holy Mrs. Carnahan and Mr. Seymour have 
laborated producing welcome preview the Vatican 
City, which millions pilgrims will flocking during 
the coming Holy Year. For those who will not able 
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chosen pictures, its informative and chatty text, will serve 
two rather obvious errors misprints. One 
page 33: “Just the anno santo was initiated 650 years 


Id, and should read “1650 years ago the days Con- 
should pointed out, too, that the tradi- 
that the first Holy Year was established after 


Constantine the Great’s Edict Milan, recognizing and 
the Christian Church. The other error occurs 
page 43, where the Feast St. Peter dated 
July 29, when actually occurs June 29. 
There are one two other smaller deviations which are 
not obvious and obviously not important. The book 
not intended scientific study, even guide- 
hook. appreciative introduction the Vatican 
Pius XII, the faithful will see 1950. And 
that will welcomed gifts” Christmas. 
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Stettinius, Edward Roosevelt and the Russians: 
The Yalta Conference. (Edited Walter Johnson.) 
Doubleday. Nov. 1949. 367p. $4.00. 


The literature World War II, military and political, 
increasing volume rate unprecedented history. 
the political side, Churchill, Byrnes, Hull, Hopkins 
(via Sherwood) al. have done their best bring war- 
time events into proper focus. leaders (e.g., 
Fisenhower, Arnold) have aired their views, and there 
has been veritable flood military and naval histories. 
Already historians are able draw some general conclu- 
sons and advance some tentative interpretations. The 
sory, however, far from complete. There are many 
unanswered questions. Questions which may remain un- 
answered until some fifty seventy-five years hence 
when researchers are given access the various govern- 
mental archives. Even then many problems remain 
unsolved. The historian World War may well be- 
moan the advance science which made possible the 
trans-Atlantic telephone calls and the 
visits national leaders, thus giving rise embarrassing 
lacunae the documentary record. The late Mr. Edward 
Stettinius his Roosevelt and the Russians fills what 
might easily have been one these gaps—the Yalta 
Conference. 

Secretary State, Mr. Stettinius participated actively 
the sessions the Conference. His book 
based for the most part notes taken during these 
meetings, supplemented certain official documents. 
thus the most detailed account the happenings 
Crimea February, 1945, which has yet appeared. 
Few people, certainly not this reviewer, are position 
quarrel with Mr. Stettinius’ facts. His narrative 
events must welcomed important historical con- 
tribution. 

However, the book written with “slant.” firmly 
wrote Mr. Stettinius, “that when all the evidence 
isin and when the Conference seen its proper per- 
spective Yalta will become symbol—not appeasement, 
but wise and couragecus attempt President Roose- 
velt and Prime Minister Churchill set the world the 
lasting peace.” (p. X). the apologetic por- 
tions the book which are open debate and criticism. 
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make the trip, the book, with its wealth new and well- “The Yalta reveals that the Soviet Union made 


more concessions the United States and Great Britain 
than were made the Soviet Union either the United 
States Great Britain.” (p. 6). According Mr. Stet- 
tinius, the Soviet concessions were regard the voting 
formula for the Security Council, voting power the 
General Assembly, and other points concerning world 
organization; military co-ordination; French participation 
German occupation; German reparations; Yugoslavia; 
“The Declaration Liberated Europe”; the western 
Polish boundary, and the reorganization the Polish 
government. 

Because this record Soviet concessions, reasons Mr. 
Stettinius, only the prejudiced can consider the Yalta 
Conference failure. The present unhappy state world 
affairs results not from the Yalta Conference but from 
the breakdown Soviet-Western relations after Yalta. 


While Mr. Stettinius’ contention that Yalta was not the 
orgy appeasement depicted Bullitt and others seems 
have some validity, for this reviewer 
understand how the Yalta Conference can considered 
success. Even the most friendly disposed reader will 
find himself confronted certain perplexing questions. 
the Conference had been successful would the post- 
Yalta breakdown have occurred? What concession? 
yielding Yalta, Russia promised yield 
grant many things, but within three weeks the 
Conference was evident that she intended very 
little the way fulfilling these promises. 
spect, the Yalta Conference, its purpose considered, ap- 
pears have the earmarks failure. possible that 
new evidence might force reversal this judgment. 
Roosevelt and the Russians does not. 


Francis Gerrity, 
Department History and Government, 
University Scranton 


* * 


Overseas Press Club. Men Who Make Your World. 
Dutton. Nov. 16, 1949. 319p. $3.50. 


Many readers will automatically compare this volume 
with the one issued last year the members the 
Overseas Press Club America. You will recall that 
was See Russia. That book, its name indicates, 
was limited Russia. This one covers not only the 
waterfront, but the world. Twenty-five the most influ- 
ential men our world are described newspapermen 
who presumably have come know something about 
their subjects. Among the leaders treated are Pius XII, 
Mr. Truman, Josef Stalin, Douglas MacArthur, Dean 
Acheson, Winston Churchill, Tito, and Mao Tse-Tung. 


Some the chapters seem more analytical and in- 
formational than others. The career and role Pius XII 
are described Thomas Morgan, well known the 
Vatican. His article gives excellent resume the 
vork our present Pontiff; respect 
are shown the material submitted. The article 
Truman might easily serve broadside case Mr. 
Truman runs again 1952; tends much more toward 
flattery than toward analysis. Everything that Mr. Tru- 
man has done, including the decision use the atomic 
bomb, spiritedly defended Frank Kelley. Much the 
same treatment and consideration are accorded Dean 


ye 
Wilfrid 
Wilfrid 
OA 


Dudon 


Acheson Morgan Beatty. The present Secretary 
State practically given credit for the Truman Doctrine, 
the Marshall Plan, and the North Atlantic Pact, with 
the clear assumption that each the items mentioned 
without fault blemish. General MacArthur handled 
rather impersonal way, befitting subject who 
considers himself more than merely human, although 
Weldon James, the correspondent involved, regrets that 
the General averse any kind criticism, especially 
that emanating from newspapermen. Craig Thompson 
seems know more about Stalin than you do, judging 
from the article submitted. Mere residence Moscow 
evidently does not enable one learn much about the 
nearest thing that the Russians have god. The 
article Walter Cronkite about Beria, head the Rus- 
sian secret police, seems much more revealing. Once 
more one gets the impression that only criminals and 
morons would attracted Communism. 


The chapter Mao Tse-Tung, submitted George 
Moorad shortly before being killed air crash 
Bombay July 12, 1949, easily one the best the 
book. One cannot refrain from giving least one quota- 
tion from book that crammed with material demand- 
ing such treatment. Mr. Moorad informs that Mao 
wrote follows the Cominform Magazine Novem- 
ber 1948: “The world revolutionary front headed the 
Soviet Union has defeated Fascist Germany, Italy, and 
Japan. After the victory the second world war, Ameri- 
can imperialism and its running dogs various countries 
replaced Fascist Germany, Italy, and Japan, and are 
frenziedly preparing for new world war. They reflect 
the extreme rottenness the capitalist world and its panic 
the face impending extinction.” This the man 


who was portrayed many American “liberals” an- 
other “liberal,” friend the “common man,” and 


advocate “democracy”. Remember? There much 
more this particular chapter and many other chap- 
ters which will make you better informed person this 
slightly chaotic world. you still think it’s worth the 
effort try understand it, this book will con- 
siderable value. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Trans- 


Dudon, Paul, St. Ignatius Loyola. 
Bruce. 


lated into English William Young, S.J. 
Nov. 14, 1949. 498p. $5.00. 


The reviewer received this book with grave misgivings. 
was familiar, are many Catholics, with the main 
events the life St. Ignatius Loyola, with the mar- 
velous group learned and holy men, whom the saint 
gathered about him the University Paris and 
Rome, with the Spiritual Exercises, that have 
foundly influenced the lives countless persons during 
the past four hundred years, and with the general outline 
the early history the Society Jesus, which embodies 
the religious ideals its saintly founder. This work, 
felt, would nothing but retelling different words 
well-known But was agreeably surprised. 
This was run the mill biography, written during the 


few leisure moments busy life, tribute love 
from son spiritual father. Dudon, who died 


1941, devoted twelve years (1921-33) the 
research and composition. Thus was able 
thorough study the voluminous correspondence and 
from the saint, evaluate the numerous monograph; 
about his spiritual doctrine, his role the 
and establishment new order, utilize the 
advantage the volumes the Monumenta 
Societatis Jesu, and unearth some new facts about 
Ignatius that were hidden the archives his order. 


the Introduction the author summarizes 
the critical period which Ignatius lived, 
does avoid the mistakes some earlier biog 
raphers, who withdrew the saint “from the confines 
time and space.” (p. fact one the noteworthy 
features this book the author’s accurate knowledge 
the various personages with whom Ignatius came con. 
tact, and the localities which lived, studied, 
labored. 


The chronological order followed general throughout 
this work. Book describes the life St. Ignatius from 
his birth until his return from the pilgrimage the Holy 
Land 1524. Book gives account the 
studies Manresa, Alcala, Salamanca, seven 
years the University Paris, 1528-35. the III Book 
interrupts the narrative discuss the origin the 
Spiritual Exercises, and explain the spiritual doctrine 
the saint. Book concerned with the foundation 
the Society Jesus, and its remarkable 
during the life-time Ignatius, not only Europe 
even the far-distant lands Asia and 
last book shows the saint the twilight his career 
Rome, writing and promulgating the Constitutions, his 
personal piety, his interest the works the apostolic 
ministry, his loyalty toward the Holy See, and his death 
and canonization. 


Many present-day biographers the saints holy 
persons devote more attention the style than the 
contents their works. They avoid footnotes 
plague, and the hope increasing the number 
readers, make their hero’s life nothing but series 
dramatic episodes. Father Dudon, and tthe translator, 
Father William Young, S.J., not belong this class. 
There hardly page which there are not references 
either original source authoritative secondary 
work. They not embellish their story with sparkling 
but fictitious dialogues, but are content let the facts 
speak for themselves. the self-denial characteristic 
true Ignatian spirituality, they deliberately efface them- 
selves that the saint may always remain the central figure. 
Thus have life-like portrait; see the saint 
really was, and not biographer would have liked him 
be. This strict adherence the rules modern his 
torical research has increased rather than lessened the 
spiritual stature Ignatius. 


This book contains eleven Notes and Appendices, 
which there are scholarly discussions about various points 
the life Ignatius, e.g. his family, and the date his 
birth and conversion. the most important 
addenda the author rejects the “pious and probable opin- 
ion” that Manresa the saint conceived the idea 
founding new religious order. 
bibliography ninety books lists the more important 
primary and secondary works that were consulted. Finally 
there splendid and very thorough index. 
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While style secondary this book not unimportant. 
Father Dudon was outstanding figure contemporary 
France, and was for many years associate editor the 
scholarly review, Etudes. Father William Young also 
highly complimented. Never once get the 
impression that are reading translation from foreign 
language. The only thing that strikes somewhat 
strange the use Ifigo the saint’s name throughout 
the first part the book and Ifiguists for that his 
followers. There course justification for this, the 
saint always signed himself thus the year 1543 when 
began use the name Ignacio. But still would have 
been better the customary name, Ignatius, had been used 
throughout. 


This book may not the definitive biography St. 
Ignatius. But certainly future life the saint can 
aford ignore it. this particular instance the pub- 
lisher’s blurb exaggeration: for the first time 
English, comes the most complete recounting the 
saint’s career ever found one source.” one 
who buys this book will disappointed. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
St. Clement’s Mission House, 
Lancaster County, Penna. 


Smith, Mortimer. And Madly Teach. 
Nov. 30, 1949. 107p. $2.00. 


This book, which carries foreword Bernard Iddings 
Bell, good antidote the current pragmatic philo- 
education. The dose brief one and very 
palatable, especially one has not been accustomed 
drink the John Dewey fountain. the disciples 
Dewey, Kilpatrick, Lundenberg, al. will gall and 


The author not professional educator but layman 
who has had the opportunity serve member 
board education. writes with “the conviction that 
laymen—that is, parents and taxpayers—ought get over 
their lazy indifference the public schools find 
out what are paying for and which 
turn over our children” (p. 4). 


Regnery. 


After exposing the reason for any personal bias states that 

his “main thesis will that what wrong with public 

school education its theoretical and philosophical basis 


(p. the same time believes that “the task 
the school chiefly intellectual and moral nature: 
must deal with ideas and must form ideals” (p. 10). 
Conceding that much modern educational thought has 
its roots the past, the reformers Rousseau, Froebel 
and Pestalozzi, credits John Dewey with being “the 
philosophical godfather the movement” (p. 13). 


the only lengthy chapter the book (Chapter III) 
discusses with telling logic and apt illustrations six clichés 
Modern Education, viz., that all education belongs 
the school; that systematic learning logically organized 
subject matter must eliminated much possible 
favor integrated studies pointed over-all objective; 
that external discipline must replaced free expres- 
sion personality and free activity; that education must 
vocational direction; and that good teachers and 
administrators are produced only courses Scientific 
Method. While condemning what seems him evil and 


Smith Nock Barnes 
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fallacious, does not hesitate appraise what con- 
siders beneficial and true. 


concluding chapter points the schools re- 
flection the spirit the times. “We live period 
when the concept the importance the individual has 
been largely replaced the concept the social, and 
when widely believed that all personal and social 
problems can resolved use the scientific méthod” 
(p. 84). 

This book refreshingly sane. does not pretend 
cure-all. points out the evils modern educational 
theory but only implications does suggest remedies. 
heartily recommended parents, teachers and 
especially all students education. 


Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, 


Nock, Albert Jay. The Theory Education the 
United States. Regnery. Nov. 30, 
$2.25. 


This re-publication lectures delivered the late 
Albert Jay Nock the University Virginia 1931 
and first published the following year Harcourt 
Brace and Company. The present edition carries fore- 
word son the author, who himself educa- 
tional administrator. 

fourteen brief chapters, this statement challenges the 
American theory education which alleges built on: 
fantastically unsound formulation the doctrine 
equality assuming that everybody “educable,” per- 
version the true philosophical notion democracy, 
and misunderstanding what constitutes 
citizenry. 

The author makes clear-cut distinction between “educa- 
tion” and “training” and affirms that the vast majority 
mankind cannot possibly educated but they can 
trained. For those who are “educable,” the only educa- 
tion worth while that which embraced the “for- 
mative studies” “the Great classical 
tradition—which has its core, Latin, Greek and mathe- 

Colleges and Universities have gone all-out making 
provisions for the “uneducable” but they have been recre- 
ant their responsibility towards the educable. 
equalitarian and pseudo-democratic ideas have place 
educational theory, let make clean sweep 
them and rearrange our practice accordingly.” (p. 139). 


The thesis not novel, but the presentation is. The 
author inclined overstatement and the style some- 
what ponderous and repetitious. The appeal the book 
will limited the thoughtful student education. 


Edward Stanford, 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, 


Doubleday. 


Barnes, Clare, Jr. Home Sweet Zoo. 
Dec. 1949. $1.00. 


White Collar Zoo has led the non-fiction best selling 
lists for months and will probably continue high those 
same lists for some time. all probability will 


joined its successor, the present volume, which, how- 
ever, should not quite popular the first zoo. 
the title indicates, occurrences associated with home 
life replace office and business associations the subject 
matter. The technique exactly the same—photographs 
animals animal groups with faces expressive that 
almost anyone would agree that they feel the sentiment 
expressed the accompanying caption. There are several 
minor indelicacies vulgarities which might misinter- 
preted younger readers but, the whole, the book 
suitable for adults. 


Charles. Morning Time. Simon Schus- 


ter. Oct. 27, 1949. 392p. $2.95. 


After the close the American Revolution the tempor- 
ary alliance thirteen sovereign states began crack 
the seams individual self-interests began come into 
conflict and the danger became acute that thirteen brawl- 
ing colonies would become easy prey for European re- 
conquest Britain, Spain France. “In order form 
more perfect Union” representatives the colonies 
Constitutional Convention assembled hammered out 
set principles, many them compromises, designed 
set central government without depriving individual 
states their sovereign rights. The controversy thus 
initiated was violent one and the outcome was doubt 
some went far threaten armed resistance the 
adoption while others intrigued with foreign powers for 
their own self interest. While the final adoption, signified 
ratification the ninth and tenth states, was guar- 
antee, offered least hope for the successful develop- 
ment this new world liberty. 


against this situation that Mr. O’Neill projects his 
characters, Theron Hawley, the independent Connecti- 
cutter who comes realize the necessity union and 
fight for it, and James Wilkinson, the brilliantly scheming 
intriguer, whose checkered career ended ignominously 
the West. Upon his discharge from the Continental 
Army Theron Hawley intended take family land 
the Susquehanna Valley but the underhanded fighting 
between Connecticut and Pennsylvania claimants, result- 
ing the death his younger brother, discouraged 
him that left for Kentucky where believed could 
carve himself niche with interference from one. 
There met with Wilkinson who endeavored win 
Hawley his side. refusal entangled him 
struggle with Wilkinson which ranged from Natchez 
Virginia, providing most the adventure and action 
the story. The conflict ends when Hawley helps swing, 
his story Wilkinson’s intrigues with Spain, the con- 
ventions several states, Virginia being the last and most 
important toward ratification. the same time wins 
Nora Quaid and the chance establishing the life 
freeman for which had fought. general the book 
satisfactory, though the story somewhat brokenly told, 
but the inclusion several scenes violence and seduc- 
tively illicit passion render suitable for adults. 


The Country 


Counts, George and Lodge, Nucia. 
Oct. 24, 1949. 


the Blind. Mifflin. 
378p. $4.00. 

The most recent work Dr. Counts and Nucia Lodge 
addressed intellectuals. describes the mental blind- 


O’Neill Counts Marshall 


ness produced the overwhelming propaganda 
the Soviet Union. the U.S.S.R. literature, drama, 
music, science, and education are weapons for molding 
the minds the Russian people. Truth has meaning 
the Politurbo. The facts history and the laws 
science are distorted with equal facility serve 
Party aims. 


The authors devote the first two chapters description 
the real nature Soviet Communism. They consider 
strange union historic conditions and forces, 
cluding Russian absolutism, Russian nationalism, 
Messianism, Russian revolutionary traditions, and Marxian 
ideas and doctrines (p. 41). Its aim nothing 
than world power. 


The remaining chapters show how the Russian mind 
enslaved its rulers through misuse all media 
molding opinion. Thus, hundreds millions are made 
puppets the interest any adventure chosen the 
Soviet leaders. This analysis documented lengthy 
excerpts from recent Soviet literature. 
reader could fail convinced the evidence gathered 
these pages. 


Many readers will find the documentation makes for 
somewhat heavy reading. But this very feature 
tutes its value for the intellectual who may still harbor 
the illusion that Communism liberal 
With devastating precision the authors show the 
tially reactionary nature Soviet policy. may that 
fellow travelers the fields literature, art, science, 
music, drama, and education will not read book which 
shatters their illusions. But lovers freedom who 
have contacts with such fellow travelers would read the 
book, they might able pierce the iron curtain 
prejudice which protects pro-Soviet leanings. 


One item the book might irritate Catholic readers. 
The authors devote four pages (pp. 353-356) comparing 
Soviet repression with that the Inquisition the 
leo case. the authors really felt that such comparison 
was too apt omit, good taste might have impelled them 
note the leadership the Church recognizing the 
real nature Soviet Communism. When Pope Pius 
wrote Divini Redemptoris 1937, far too many American 
intellectuals had blinded themselves realities the 


This book should valuable for Catholic students and 
teachers secular Newman club directors, 
brarians, and others who may encounter the cultural lag 
which still obtains among many intellectuals and 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Marshall, Bruce. Every Man Penny. 
ton, Mifflin. Oct. 20, 1949. 345p. $3.00. 


chucklesome book have read many months 
this unpretentious, rambling account the life and 
times the Abbé Gaston, who had served 
Africa until the rigors its climate had made him 
return Paris live very modest patrimony and 
assist the Church Saint Clovis “extra and 
unofficial” curate. Saint Clovis fictional church 
situated fictional square the center Paris; 
not Saint Philippe Saint Roch Madeleine 
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but could composite these. How- 
ever, Paris and her people are here myriad disguise, 
midinettes and concierges, petits bourgeois, ouvriers, 
poules, gamins, cocottes, agents, tout monde! Mr. 
Marshall has already proved his intimate and affectionate 
knowledge ville lumiére his previous novel, Yellow 
Tapers for Paris. good find his affection has grown 
deeper and more profond; that acquaintance has not 
sured his gallic humor face Proof once 
again what Tomlinson says: 
would breed contempt only the mouse-hearted.” 


apparatys 
drama, 

for molding 
Meaning 


the laws 
serve 


description 
consider 
forces, 
Russian 
and Marxian 
nothing 


and resented only one thing this book, and 
that rather sly caricature the “Cardinal Paris.” 
There were least three different cardinals Paris 
during the forty odd years covered this novel; but the 
one who dodders and simpers through Mr. Marshall’s 
pages just portrait any one, nor any recognizable 
amalgam all three. least the two most recent and 
much lamented princes, Cardinals Verdier and Suhard, 
were great and amiable men strong character, and 
they should not have suffer the indignity being 
mistaken, however unwarrantedly, prototype the 
ineffectual individual Mr. Marshall has invented, along 
with equally anonymous “statesman,” serve 
calendar device mark passing years and shifting 
cal tides. 


Otherwise, find Every Man Penny tonic for any 
adult reader. witty and wise, shrewd and senti- 
mental, full sympathy and forbearance; and with malice 
toward human, but only toward the inhuman philo- 
and practices that humans can invent; and with 
charity almost all. 


The abbé Gaston not saintly saints are sketched 
amateurs asceticism and hagiographical hacks. 
little silly times, often worried, sometimes afraid, 
sometimes vain, angry and resentful occasion; but 
also humble, honest with himself and others, devout, 
kindly, poor; and, the main, happy. loves the 
liturgy and proud his military boots chaplain, 
likes cigar when can afford it, has few illusions about 
his catechetical powers even with children; and, oftener 
than not, finds difficult express what feels and 
thinks most deeply, especially when most wishes 
so. But people know sincere and trustworthy 
and loyal. His adventures and out war, during the 
occupation and the liberation, are mostly small 
significant adventures time towering events. But 
they add adventure you will enjoy; that you will, 
you are not captious and cranky, find fun and thought- 
provoking and heart-thawing. Let not call this novel, 
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man. Like Burgundy, not suitable for children; but 
treat for adults. 

University Scranton 
Leary, Francis. This Dark Monarchy. Dutton. Oct. 
missionary 
141949. 316p. $3.00. 
imony Here gothic tale, reminiscent Henry James and 


Arthur Machen, which will intrigue and baffle any reader 
who likes something out the ordinary for change. 
Christine Carroll sheltered, introspective, romantic- 
minded girl whose father has remarried after her mother’s 


“extra and 
church 
Paris; 
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death. The instinctive antipathy the one who in- 
tended supplant her mother, and who has succeeded 
distracting the love her father might have given her, 
grows into sullen hatred which the imaginative girl 
likens war, War Roses. Her stepmother has born 
son, Edward, who has complete confidence Christine. 
This child Christine, avenge herself her stepmother, 
murders one night. Though she suspected the crime, 
nothing can proved against her. But she sent into 
exile, live convent Paris, care some Sisters. 
She has had something nervous breakdown, and that 
is, after time, aggravated the collapse another 
dream. She returns, finally, her old home, now almost 
deserted. She haunted remorseful thoughts, there. 
And there Sister Monique, who had most befriended her 
and best understood her the Paris exile, finds her, 
hoping help her recover peace soul. final 
scene nightmare horror, Christine attempts kill 
Sister Monique The resolution surprising and 
surprisingly effective. 


This darkly moody story; and the telling the 
reason for its power captivate the reader. There are 
implications philosophical and theological truths that 
the reader must, will, dig out think out for him- 
self. The nature sin, remorse, 
there something this the texture the tale; but 
woven into the fabric defy detection any 
but the reflective reader. has the fascination pure 
story, however; leisurely fireside tale that will leave 
you looking for unnamed things that lurk the shadows 
and whisper outside your windows. You may find your- 
self going back reread this, again and again. But 


not for children. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Kavanagh, Patrick. Tarry Flynn. 
Oct. 12, 1949. 256p. $2.75. 


Tarry the only son Widow Flynn, who lives 
small farm outside Drumnay, Cavan. Tarry and his 
mother, his three sisters, his neighbors and friends are 
Irish peasants. The three sisters, by-the-bye, named 
Mary, Bridie and Aggie, are great beauties shape 
face, and are not having the best luck getting any 
offers from the marriageable men the neighborhood. 
Tarry, his mother’s estimate, better looking than any 
his sisters, though long-shanked awkward lad, 
given reading books and trying his hand writing 
verse, and between-whiles capable great bursts work 
the land they own. has pagan pride, times, 
the clay and the hay; times stands mooning over 
his shyness meeting with Mary Reilly; occasion 
exchanges gossip and conjecture about the women round- 
about with his friend and rival, Eusebius Cassidy. When 
goes into town, can let himself get involved one 
silly embarrassment after another, none any malice 
moment. And he’s great runner and leaper, too. But 
he’s the despair Widow Flynn, because she wants him 
done with all the book-reading and make himself 
the biggest man the neighborhood. For time, 
seems almost that she will have her way; for, when she 
buys some adjoining lots over the head family 
that has gotten shiftlessly into debt, Tarry gets interested 
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But runs into the wrath Joe Finnegan; incurs the Because Catholicism religion based upon 
anger Father Markey; and named the one maintains that the Vatican therefore promotes 
Molly Brady, though with reason. The upshot that tarian, Fascist and totalitarian governments. 
when foot-loose uncle comes call, urges Tarry his point devotes chapters Vatican political 
take his heels and leave the land, and that’s where Spain, Italy, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Mr. Kavanagh leaves Tarry, trudging the road beside his and, Belgium, France, Russia, United States, Latin 
worldly-wise uncle, but dreaming being back the ica, Japan and China. fairness the author let 
thatched house Drumnay, and making song about it. stated that presents some actual facts about the rok 
the Church these countries. But the same tim 


Tarry great shakes character. He’s gossoon, 
makes many false accusations and seldom documens 


and much more Confession. His them except with general reference such as: “see The 
fussy and fuming and feather-blustering hen, Spanish Labyrinth, Brenan, Elie Bois, Truth the 
many quick-minded and shrewd Irishwoman is. But Tragedy France, Les Atrocités Polonaises 
her charity not very deep; she satisfies her religious Galicie Ukrainienne, Tennytski and Bouratch, 
scruples with the saying the Rosary, frequently dis- author who honest and sincere, who wishes 
tracted, regular Mass-going, and flattering servility impartial history, always has the courtesy give accurate 
the parish priests. Yet she has more real steel her, his But there honesty, 
and finer fibre than evident Tarry. hero, impartiality this book and the author know 
Tarry pretty much selfish, introverted and fly- his heart. 
witted heel. Not that there any great harm him; Thus states that Pius indicted democracy 
simply not important enough making much Arcono Dei (p. 71), that the same pope recommended 
stir over. And the samples his verse-making should Catholic countries the adoption the Fascist Corporate 
sign the woefully low degree mediocrity may State Quadragesimo Anno (p. 79), that “the Vatican 
expected achieve. gave ‘assurances’ Hitler that when the time was ripe, 
have little quarrel with the author for writing Irish would find ‘not unfavorable support’ for his 
folk does. have little doubt there are folk real the annexation Austria” (p. 189), that Cardinal 
photographs them word and speech. But von Galen, the intrepid foe the Nazis, 
just possible that himself something Tarry Flynn 1946 delivered address the Church Santa Maria 
and incapable going very far beneath the surface dell’Anima defence Nazism (p. 
what seen and heard. artist should achieve that Proof for these palpably false statements except his bald 
much show reason for his writing. Compared with assertion.. This book replete with misrepresentations, 
McLaverty and McMahon, and O’Faolain, calumnies, half-truths, malicious innuendoes that 
lost the lustre the light these. There are spots futing them one loss know where 
Tarry Flynn where flickers flame leap through; but write adequate refutation would course take book 
for the most part, dull and murky going; more smoke equal length. 
than fire; perhaps because the wood still very green and Frequently Manhattan contradicts himself. 
wet. writes: “In view what Father Coughlin preached, 
Grady, wrote, and broadcast, should remembered that 
University Scranton had the tacit approval the American Hierarchy, for 
‘any priest who writes articles daily papers 
without permission his own bishop contravenes 
Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican World Politics. Canon 1386 the Code Canon Law’.” (p. 384). 
Gaer Associates. Sept. 1949. 444p. $3.75. would interesting know how the permission one 
There has never been dearth anti-Catholic books. bishop can construed the tacit approval the 
the past, however, they have attacked the Church for American Hierarchy. Four pages later 
her teachings about faith and morals. Today new Cardinal Pacelli came the United States order 
strategy dictates that the Church accused meddling influence the presidential election 1936. The Vatican 
The Church stigmatized the enemy wanted Roosevelt for second term. the visit 
democracy, freedom, education and world peace. the Papal Secretary meant the American Hierarchy, 
The latest these anti-Catholic diatribes appear with its tremendous machinery newspapers 
The Vatican World Politics Avro Manhattan, N.C.W.C., election time, obvious. This, should 
native-born Italian who now lives England. begins noticed way contrast, while Father Coughlin 
his book with the subtle distinction that “the Catholic was advising Americans that they could 
Church has two facets: first, the religious institution, the Roosevelt with the ballot they should oust him with 
Catholic Church itself; secondly, the political power, the (p. Thus the American Hierarchy favored 
Vatican. Although they deal separately, whenever con- the election Roosevelt, following the advice Cardinal 
venient, with problems affecting religion and politics, the Pacelli; and the same time they did not favor Roosevelt 
two are reality one” (p. author claims that because they gave tacit approval Coughlin. all 
not concerned with the Church religious insti- very strange. 
tution, although deeply provoked Catholic author who claimed know anything 
trine divorce (p. 15), contraceptives (p. 16) and pri- Catholic Church would never write: “About 1930, the 
vate property (p. 16). fact, returns again and again Propaganda Fide directed over 11,000 preachers mis 
Catholic opposition Socialism and the Socialism sions, 3,000 whom were native-born; 15,000 friars, 600 
that favors the extreme variety, not excluding whom were native-born; and 30,000 nuns, whom 
Communism. 11,000 were native-born” (p. 53). Such nonsense found 
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throughou book aracterizes the author 
well prejudiced and biased. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


* x * 


Kauffmann, Stanley. The Hidden Hero. 
Sept. 15, $3.50. 


Mr. Kauffmann’s novel well named. The hero con- 
cealed until page 266, and then the search for him has 
such proportions that his appearance becomes 
the major climax despite the author’s contrary intention. 
The theme meant the rebuilding man’s faith 
himself. Actually, however, this value fades into little 
more than anti-climatic coda reason the more 
story pursuit that the bulk the book. 


Rinehart. 


The story grows out separate escapes Mexico 
young man and woman who face problems calling for 
courageous decision and want leisure solve them. 
Fleanor Shafer the daughter illustrious father 
about honored monument his memory. 
compromising circumstances she learns fraud the 
contest for the memorial plans and has choose between 
disgracing the family and telling the truth. Roy Anderson 
also debating problem: the choice between his lucra- 
tive job the movies and new offer with idealistic 
appeal but less income. 

Their acquaintance grows out Eleanor’s rescuing him 
fom drunken escapade with senorita easy morals. 
Shortly thereafter Roy receives order from his studio 
track down Earl Seastrom, whose spectacular trans- 
Pacific flight fifteen years earlier being made into 
movie. The exploit ended crash off the coast 
New Zealand, but brought fame and Congressional 
medal the pilot. the midst his national acclaim, 
the man disappeared unaccountably into Mexico. 


Eleanor joins Roy the adventure finding him. The 
pursuit takes them across both Mexico and the United 
with narrowing interval growing suspense 
that the book’s most gripping feature. long delayed 
denouement eventually explains the mystery Seastrom’s 
anti-social habits, but then too little space left 
develop adequately what should featured. Seastrom 
had been drunk throughout his non-stop flight, which was 
actually piloted the mechanic killed the crash. 
His newspaper backers persuaded him conceal the 
truth, but Seastrom found the applause such mockery 
that was driven drunken deterioration. Mexico 
first reached spiritual nadir and then began 
rebuild himself; his trailers find the evidence these 
growing lesson courage and character perti- 
nent solution their own problems 

Roy, however, fails rise the lesson; forsakes his 
ideals accepting promotion bigger job 
movies. Eleanor rejects his subsequent proposal mar- 
favor devotion Seastrom, whose example 
her upon courageous following the truth. 
the book closes she walks contentedly the mailbox 
with the letter that reestablishes her self-respect even 
though its publication will bring social ostracism. 

The chief fault the novel contrived kind story 
that lacks plausible situation and convincing characteri- 
zation. The psychological development Eleanor and 
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Roy fails make their problems more than necessary 
props, and the extended detective pursuit—done with 
suspenseful interest contrast the job-to-be-done man- 
ner the conclusion—fatally eclipses what should 
the main issue. Similarly, growing into sympathy 
throughout most the story Roy Mercutio-like assumes 
too much stature, while Seastrom little more than 
elusive name. concealing him until the end, Kauff- 
mann gives Seastrom remote and alien quality that 
makes him inadequate the core outcome neither 
satisfying nor convincing. adventure story the book 
would successful the last four chapters were com- 
pressed one, for Kauffmann can tell that kind story 
with exciting interest and fluent informality. prob- 
lem novel spiritual rebuilding, however, its structure 
very damaging and too obviously fashioned. Morally 
the book involves two liasons, reported without lurid 
detail, that should restrict its reading adults. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


* * * 


Foster, Michael. The Dusty Godmother. 
Sept. 29, 1949. 246p. $2.75. 


There something the fairy tale about The Dusty 
Godmother. The story, direct and simple, has added 
touch fantasy; into it, Evil, like black witch 
the night shadows, stirs her brew sadness and woe. 


Rinehart. 


reporter city newspaper, Jim Kerry’s experiences 
brought him contact with the grim realities life. 
was difficult for him reconcile the two worlds 
which seemed exist. The abnormal appeared 
overwhelmingly more commonplace than the normal; 
the latter belonged people the daylight hours. 
his own life, divorce had separated him from Julie, his 
only child. But, Fridays, they met stealth Sheri- 
dan Park where her father’s once-upon-a-time 
made the rest the week bearable for the little girl, and 
where Kerry found antidote for the city, “the dusty 
godmother (who) gives her fine and practical gifts 
the morning, the day. night she turns into witch 
—for hers the magic changing herself—and her gifts 
the night are smaller and more terrible.” 


Nervously, casually, Anne Vollard enters his life. 
spite his cynicism, Kerry finds himself drawn towards 
the girl, department store organist, whose fear that her 
father, disbarred lawyer and internationally known 
swindler, will return ruin her life the dominant 
factor her personality. The reappearance Otis Vol- 
lard brings her problem into focus. Kerry, course, 
does not abandon her, and hers probably the only life 
not adversely affected her father’s later actions. 
When one Vollard’s elderly female victims mur- 
dered, Kerry, though instantly aware his guilt, protects 
him for Anne’s sake. The price his silence includes 
well the elderly Vollard’s promise depart from their 
lives. Kerry would probably never know that Vollard 
had evened this score turning Julie against him. 
would never realize that her sudden agreement her 
stepfather’s plan send her boarding school had been 
arrived after Anne’s father had met her one Friday 
when he, Kerry, had been unable keep their usual 
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had disappointed Julie find her father’s conversation 
vague and less entertaining during some their most 
recent meetings. Once, when had brought Anne 
along, seemed the spell their few moments 
together had been broken forever. Then, when Otis 
Vollard impressed upon her the fact that marriage would 
introduce her father completely new life which would 
her, Julie thought she knew what was expected 
er. 


The Dusty Godmother well written story that cap- 
tures many shades feeling and expresses depths 
thought that beyond the merely superficial, but the 
over-all picture one futility. Foster writes with 
sympathy children, garbage collectors, ex-reporters 
turned millionaire, nervous organists, smooth crooks, 
and jittery newspapermen. Divorce, course, accepted 
institution and, after the commencement their 
pre-marital relationship order dispel 
Anne’s inhibitions), the reader learns that “this mar- 
riage” (p. 173). The only important thing about the 
actual ceremony, which, supposedly, takes place before 
too many moons have passed, the new suit Anne pro- 
poses wear. She says “It’s important for you like 
the suit I’m going married in” (p. 242). This atti- 
tude, and some rather realistic allusions the abnormal 
murders, confines the book mature readers. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
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Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 
BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 
year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 


able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 


THE INDEX CATHOLIC PAMPHLETS 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


From the review the May, 1949, issue the American Ecclesiastical Review: 


Index Catholic Pamphlets the English Language (June, 196-November, 1948). 
Eugene Paul Willging. Washington, C., 1948. Pp. 80. $1.25. 


“This the third supplement, fourth volume, very useful Catholic reference tool. 
The present Index, the title suggests, has enlarged its scope cover not only American Cath- 
olic pamphlets, but also the many outstanding titles from England, Ireland, Canada, and Australia. 
Historical data the Catholic Truth Society London and Dublin and the Catholic Social 
Guild Oxford add interest and usefulness, and serve introduction the listing their 
publications. directory publishers and calendar feasts suggest displays will especially 
interest pamphlet rack-tenders. title briefly described content and scope, carefully 
classified and indexed. 

“Sales figures indicate distribution approximately thirteen million American Cath- 
olic pamphlets annually. There longer any question about the value these little book- 
lets. They are written for the man the street, they capitalize brief attention span, they 
reach people who would not listen sermon read book the subject, they are eye- 
catching and inexpensive. There the right pamphlet for the right person. This Index and 
its predecessors are the keys that unlock great storehouse literature philosophy and psy- 
chology, the Bible, the Church and Science, Church History, Canon Law, Eastern Churches, 
Catholic Action, Dogma, Moral, Christology, Mariology, Apologetics, Liturgy, the Sacraments, 
Ascetics, the Commandments, Vocations, Education, Biography, Catholic Literature and Bibli- 
ography and Juveniles. The pastor should have all four* volumes the Index. The third 
volume has practical chapter the pamphlet library and easy methods cataloging and classi- 
fying it. Priest will find well-organized pamphlet collection most useful and adaptable 
assistant—to make the first contact with prospective convert, supplement his instruction, 
stimulate the lukewarm, they serve textbooks for study groups, confraternities and convert 
clubs, help religion teachers, arouse and direct vocations, and answer the many ques- 
tions that are brought the rectory door. The Index guide both for the selection and the 
servicing titles.” 

James S.S. 


Volume One (1937). Indexes 1,500 titles. 128p. print. 

Volume Two (1942). Indexes 1,233 titles, 96p. $1.00. 

Volume Three (1946). Indexes 730 titles and includes history current pamphlet publish- 
ing and guide methods maintenance pamphlet file. 107p. $1.25. 

Volume Four (1948). Indexes 860 titles. Historical survey English and Irish Catholic pam- 
phlet publishing. 96p. $1.25. 

Special price for the three volume set (v. 2-4) $3.00. Postpaid when remittance accompanies 
order. 


Order from: 


EUGENE WILLGING 
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